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Reminder i No Public Input Wil
Be Taken Today

Per California Government Code Section 8253(a)(3)--
Commission members and staff may not communicate with
or receive communications about redistricting matters from
anyone outside of a public hearing. Therefore, the
Commission will not be taking any public input during these
educational presentations.

To provide public input, please visit the Commission's
website at: WeDrawTheLinesCA.org.

' )|
DRAW
LINES gAS



What Is Redistricting?

Drawing new boundaries that
determine which Californians
are represented by each
electoral district.
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Why We Redraw District Maps

v Communities change.

v People are born, die, and
move.

v Communities grow and shrink.

v Areas where there were once
roughly the same number of
people become unequal.




Your Voice

v Why is redistricting important?

v Why should you be involved?

v Your role in the process

Redistricting has been used at times to exclude communities

from political power. By fully participating in and monitoring the
upcoming redistricting process, more communities may have a
better opportunity to elect candidates of their choice who will

voice their needs and interests.
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How Redistricting Affects You

Power to the People Champion Your Issues




Road to Fair Representation

Censusd Every ten years the entire U.S. population is counted, and that data is used
to draw new maps to account for population shifts across the states and districts.

Reapportionmentd The federal reallocation of House seats among the states, done
after each national census to ensure seats are held by the states in proportion to the
size of their population.

Redistrictingd Drawing new boundaries that determine which Californians are
represented by each electoral district.

Fair Representationd Historically, legislators have drawn maps that allowed them to
choose their constituents rather than enabling constituents to choose their

representatives. This former system undermined the concept of fair representation,
which is to give people the power to choose their representatives.
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Why Independent Redistricting Matters

GERRYMANDERING

50 people

How differently drawn district maps produce different electoral results

FOUR WAYS TO DIVIDE 50 PEOPLE INTO 5 DISTRICTS:

FAIR
Results proportionate to electorate

60% orange
40% purple
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GERRYMANDERING
Results not proportionate to electorate
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6 Line Drawing Criteria by Order

The Commission must follow these weighted criteria in this order when drawing
district maps:

ln Equal Population la Voting Rights Act I

Districts must comply with the Voting Rights
Districts must be of equal population to Act to ensure that minorities have an equal
comply with the US Constitution. opportunity to elect representatives of their

choice.
Communities of
Interest

Districts must minimize the division of cities,
counties, neighborhoods, and communities of
interest to the extent possible

Districts must be drawn so that all parts of the
district are connected to each other.

In addition, the place of residence of any incumbent or political candidate may not
be considered in the creation of a map, and districts may not be drawn for the
purpose of favoring or discriminating against an incumbent, political candidate, or
political party.
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